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| MATTHEW, CHAP. Xx. VERSE's, | 
' FREELY YE HAVE RECEIVED, FREELY, OIVE» . |. | 
O che infini Medes ofithÞ unkitufres bas 
all that we poſſeſs; and from our abundance we are | 
required to ſupply the wants of otherg : We have 
rey received, and we mult freely give. Wil . i:, 
* Me 8 1921 Gili Miele re} 2 1089 1 enn . ; LF 
This command was from Chriſt to his Apoſtles, to whont, | 
Fe. y-purpoſe, he Had given power to remedy | 
the evils of life in a ſupernatural manner ; -but the ſpirit irit of it 
applies to all times and all perſons ; for while the neceſſities . 
of mankind remain, all who have in any manner the hand 
ntinue under the nen to relieve n 
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'On whe preſent occaſion, I. ths fiſt to take a view of the '-- an 
the e inducements that we have to employ a portion 
of the good things which God has given to us as a relief for- 
the evils which he has thought! fit to inflict on our brethren; 8 1 
or, in other terms, the motives to Charity 1 ſhall then give 
ſome rules reſpecting the manner in which this may be reg 
moſt properly and uſefully and afterwards: I ſhall endeavor. : 
CCC 111 4 to 
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8 ſhew how admirably ſuch inſtitutions as this which we are 
now... met to commemorate are to one of the moſt 
—.— objects of our benevolence,— the reſtoring to health 
and comfort thoſe in whom the affliction of ſickneſs is 1 


more bitter by . 3 «ů I13AS 


With reſpe& to the motives to charity, it may be aſſerted 
in general terms, that It 1 is profitable, i it is reaſonable, it is a 


religious duty. . 
Is ſelf-intereſt the ruling paſſion of the heart ?—Be kind 


and bountiful: This is the ſureſt way to gain general Friend- _. 


ſhip, to make other men ready to aſſiſt you, and what is g wen 
away, if properly. beſtowed, returns again with ten- fold in- 
_ tereſt, —Is pleaſure your only purſuit Ne kind and bounti- 
ful :—For the moſt eee ſenſualiſt cannot feel a plea- 
Fare more. perfect than by relieving wmiſery. -Abwe hs be 0 
liſten to u ſound more ſtvett than che emphatie ig. of 

the nobo' were ready ro periſh 1 d er 0 ae- ge 

more delightful than the tears of miſery exchange 
of joy? Refle& on all your actions through the vatied-pro- 
greſs of human life, and then vonſider if any of them produced = 
truer and more laſting ſatisfaction than thoſe which ING 

bee e ee | 


\ Ne ena iow, te a enftits ad rat fk; 48 
« general convenience, ſhoald be ſapported by a general con- 
currence for its welfare. An in df good offices is 
the ſtrongeſt band of. ſocial anion; and thoſe who receive 
| moſt advantage from the labor of others, are, on the principle 
of r. bound mor amply to contribute for their benefit. 

N But, 


— Fu. 

But, when, compared, wich the religious obligation to dy 

, All theſe are experimentally found to be ſubordinate 
confiderazions. Leſs high in their authority, they are pro- 
portionately leſs ſure and more limited in their influence. The 
commandment of Chriſt: to his followers, new in its energy 
and its extent, is love-univerſal z making an earneſt endeayg 
to do good to all, by all the means we have, u religious duty, 
He came into the world to remedy the effects of natural as 
well as moral evil: He went abgut doing good ; he fed the 
hungry, he healed the fick, he preached temperanęe, rights+ 
ouſneſs, and godlineſs. To the twelve, chem he ſelechsd, he 
gave pomer to heal all manner of fickneſis aud all manner of 

diſraſe. To the diſciples of John, who aid: unto bim Art 
thou be that ſhould come, or de we look far another ? be Jaid, 
Oo ye and ſew John again thoſe things \whichiye do fear ond 
fees the blind. receive thiir lebt. the lome malt. the Ihen are 
mes goffel ie We l, Relieving the'cyils of this-Jife was 
« part, and was an evidence. of hir mitten. He declared him 
ſelf, not by temporal ſtate and ſplendor; but by doing gaod 


and preaching good. Not by violence and fraud did he eſta- 
bliſh his dominion ; nor, as the deviſers of falſe doctrines, did 


he ſpread havock and deſolation to make hypocritical converts 
and ſubjects; but by diſintereſted kindneſs he fixed his king- 
dom in the heogs.; 3nd) they ro wo 


ever, 1 ; 112 8 & of : ft N 1 1 - 
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What he ende 3 ane de wow: — 


commandment. give I unte you that ye Jove' one another; as I 


"ors loved 988 that ye alſo love one another. This is our 
. | | B2 duty, 


LYK I 
pattern which we muſt endeavor 
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than any other, has Pech followed: by far more beneficial 
effects. Not ſperſeding the impulſe of nature and the de- 
ductions of reaſon, it cooperates with thein, and at the fame 
time adds incitements which they could never furniſh. The 
ſordid mind can do good; but only when it expects reciprocal 
benefit: And even compaſſion, though the moſt amiable emo- 
tion of the bieuſt, ever ready to remedy unerpextbd 'evils, and 
apply a preſent balm for preſent mi '3 yet even this would 
not lead to that general and deliberate beneficence which is 
founded in religious principle. The uniform exertions of 
premeditated kindneſo, which does not wait till its paſſions 


are excited by the preſence of miſery, but ſeeks out the 
wretched in order to relieve: them; which, predetermined to 


do good, is guided by reflection and judgement in the diſtri- 
bution of its . ; which provides againſt future while it 
s preſent evil ;—this higheſt and moſt uſeful ſpecies 
of „enges in its aged r Sr 8 pu purehy's Chriſtian 
„ r loett og wg nom Firn n BW 


ant5ent, and of — ls you this is nh; 98 con- 
ſidered relatively with the popular opinions, when our Lord 
came into the world his commandment was ſtrictly new; and 
accordingly, among his true diſciples, it has been followed by 
a zeal for the good of all ni which was not felt by Jew 
1% | If 


4 
If Chriſtians are more charitable than other men, it is be- 


Ware they feel more ſtrongly the influence of religious obliga- 
tion. Self- love is equally active in every aer urs com- 
paſſion glows as ah in the ſavage as in the inft 
mind: But that thoſe who feel the ſpirit of the gabel are 
more remarkably diſtinguiſhed by this virtue, is only becauſe 
they have a diſtinct reaſon for the practice of it. The com- 
mands and the example of Chriſt! who freely gave himſelf 
for them, who died to redeem them. That in this country 
charity is more active and more general is only becauſe we 
receive thoſe commands in greater purity; unmixed with the 
ſuperſtitious terror which only laviſhes wealth for its on 
aalery; and with a fuller meaſure of that affectionate ene 5 
wg thinks of all, _—_ 1 r as brremn nd 
Lin From Or 9 iin coves otiy 
And now permit a me to 8 fome. obſervations moos. 
the manner een e e . Ra outward 
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The e of our Lad; is, 1 give. ue have 
much, we muſt give Plenteouſiy, i, we have little, we muſt do 
our 'diligence gladly to give of that” little; and we muſt e 
our hands wide to our poor brethren. The ſame 
temper will admoniſni us to give without oſtentation, and wath 
delicacy ; conſidering ourſelves as intruſted with the diſtribu- 
tion of anothers bounty rather than our own; and remember- 
ing that, very often, the value of a nn dere 
manner in which: i it is * CCC 

l vey 

Give ſometimes —_ that others may profit by your ex- 
ample ; and ſometimes ſecretly, that your own eee 
bear witneſs to the ſincerity of your benevolen cee 


Li 1 
£ ' 4 * 


( 10.7) 
Ahd; occaſionally both theſe objects may be combined. 
Your bounty may be conveyed in ſuch a way that the charity 


will be known, but the ſcource of it concealed ; thus uniting 
entire 3 _ _— with os fulleſt a e as el 
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st. Pal ned to the Corinthians: on a « particular 
ceraſion; and for a charitable purpoſe, that on the firſt day in 
the week every ane of them ſhould lay by in flare as God had 
proſpered bim. Though this rule need not be literally adopted, 
yet much advantage will be derived from approptiating to 
good uſes ſome fixed portion of our income, The deſignation 

once made, the ſubſequent diſtribution will in general be more 
| conſiderate, the proportions better adapted to the ſituation of 
the giver, and the application made with more attention to 
real neceſſity. Many a modeſt and humble ſufferer pines in 
ſecret, whoſe diſtreſs never reaches the notice of thoſe who 
are only incidentally, though 28 ſometimes even e 
nnn. 1 


The part to be allotted for Sens ip ts. 
Wr. on various circumſtances, often ſecret and peculiar: 
But whoever multiplies excuſes for not acting in this reſpect 
according to his real ſituation furely does not obey the com- 
mand of our Lord. Every one ſhould well conſider the ne- 
veſſities of the poor, and the extent of his own ability to relieve 
them; and he who n not oo nicely balance 
the ales. 


9 os es ee CM me, 
we. mult not-put off our good dsds tu 8 diftant day. He 


cannot 


may fail him, dee years may make His heart yet colder, 
or death may entirely prevent him.-—Give while you have op- 
| , your labor, Kill, advice, and wealth. Give when- 5 
ever you can do moſt good, to the rich by your example, or 
to the poor by your bounty. Give neither entircly without 
diſerimination, nor yet with too ſevere diſtinctions: And 
whatever you can afford to beſtow, endeavor to make as uſe- 
ful a8 F * the manner in which you diſtribute Went 


"Oda wund infibtons fac as that which is the cat 
of our profent meeting may be Kg) recommended. , 


, © Extenſive eſtabliſhments for charitable purpoſes ene 
Eee abaxe any other mode of relieving the neceſſities 
to which they are adapted. The objects are more cffectually 
aſſiſted, and without greater expence the benefit is more 
extended. But in general it is by united efforts orily that fach 
eſtabliſhments can be conveniently maintained. Few indi- 
viduals are rich enough to endow them, few are ſo uncon- 
netted as to allow of their. giving fo much without regard to 
affinity or friendſhip. The burthen however, when divided 
among many becomes comparatively light. Rivulets hardly 
noticed at their ſources, when collected, form ſtreams. that 
prove = blefling to mankind ; and ample eſtabliſhments may 
be ſupported by contributions which though ſeparately incon- 


fiderable, yet e can he producive o of the moſt Exfen- 
five 1 8 off | | 


N Rn of 
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are in general more ſure and more extenſive when . theſe con- 
tributions are chiefly cen. 4% get e nid lic! 1 


; e who partake i in the expence 6 any charity often feel 
a zeal for its ſucceſs which can hardly extend in equal degree 
to the beſt intentioned truſtees of anothers benefaction. Every 
opportunity that it affords them of doing good . renews their 
wiſhes for its welfare. They feel themſelves partners in its 
proſperity, and are oftener active in its ſuperintendance; while 
every re petition of the gift reminds them of the purpoſe for 
which it is giyen. To theſe and ſimilar cauſes may be aſcribed 
a well-known fact, that general charities ſupported by volun- 
tary and periodical contributions, are uſually more actively 
governed, more prudently regulated, and more properly ap- 
plied, than thoſe which are maintained 4 ex ” - 
ae, wee 5 5 0 0 3 45 


And in point of 3 no o fall SY is 1 2 1 fuch 
93 They are public pak of a benevolent, diſ- 
poſition, - neither obſolete, nor confined to a few ſolitary in- | 

0-440 ; but r 255 their POPs their SN, 


R 


74 - N 
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455 beal l. manner py 4 eaſe was a e 1 of 


Chriſt, it was a part of his inſtructions to his Apoſtles, it * | 
remains a duty on us, which we muſt fulfil by all the means 
. | in 


( 16 } 


in our power, and in ae mann it. can h | dang: an 5 
_ eee g 1 PH Mott: 


he mir e os xccafion _ 
ee e & wm given; but the means which remain are 
abundant and efficacious : Their ſucceſs, indeed, is ſubject to 
the controul of heavenly wiſdom ; but in all caſes it is our 

5 to en . for the: e ufiQed. th vets anions 


- Hoſpitals, are adn ada - Origin» 
ally inſtituted” in the. true ſpirit of Chriſtian charity, it is by 
the ſame ſpirit that they are ſo ſucceſsfully ſupported. To 
the honour of her religion and her ſex the firſt general aſylum 
for the ſick was . by a lady at Rome. For her diſ- 
tinguiſhed piety, and eſpecially for this excellent action, a 
venerable father of the church has perpetuated the Le of 
Fabiola. The mode of maintaining hoſpitals by periodical 
contributions, as in the preſent inſtance, and the various im- 
provements in their convenience, economy, and ſalubrity. are 
almoſt eee Sn to, obe ene and 1 t our 
eee 5 ee er ee molds 

A nation, who nice.” it * been t to ala us in power. 
whoſe future pride I hope will be a generous competition 
with us in univerſal beneficence ; ſenſible of the complicated 
evils attending its own eſtabliſhments for the fick, and anxious 
to remove thank: has ſearched i in this een for the e 


3 4 
4 5 * 7 
4 * 
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. . Fabiole:. 3 HA l 
prima omnium yoo0xoe5ey inſtituit, in quo tains ; coll eret t de 
| . ate] is & conſumpta n atque inedia miſerorum membra foveret. F 


C | Correct 


, 


that thoſe who were ſent from France e this purpoſe "ay 


nn 


ſtowed the higheſt encomiums on the ſtructure, arrangements, 
and enn emen of the 1 omen ee ex at 


> eee fob de e es 05 


10 "yy u 


their + wo are ineſtimable. Seldom able to provide 


more than daily bread for themſelves and their families; or if 
able to lay up ſomewhat in ſtore, yet ſeldom taught prudence - 
enough to do it, ficleneſs is to them an aeoumulation of miſery. 

If its approach is dreadful where every thing abounds which 
can ſhicld from its ſeverity, where every palliative and every 
remedy that art can furniſh is eaſily with! de how terrible 
mult it be when all theſe are wanting? If the firmeſt courage 
often ſhrinks from its fingle ſtroke, how muſt the heart faint 
when its afſociates are famine, and all the evils es 


on indigence! 


This is ever the Tot'of che poor during Uineſs when not 
aſſiſted by the bounty of the afluent. But, God be thanked ! 
this is ſeldom wanting. In this country the wiſh to do them 

is almoſt univerſal; and the means are in no manner ſo 
eaſy ot ſo effektusl as by the relief of a hoſpital. 62.1 | 


| eee 5 
tion, attendance, diet and medical afſiſtance; and, in general, 


none of theſe can be ſo conveniently provided for the poor at 


their own habitations. 'The cottage of a laborer, ſeldom more 
than ſcantily furniſhed with common neceſſaries, has hardly 
ever the conveniences which may be wanted in fickneſs. ir 


in a hoſpital the affectionate attention of their relations is 


wanting, 


( 35 T 


Fl 


. ſated by E 
of perſons accuſtomed to diſeaſes, and whoſe 3 4 employ- 
ment it is to aſſiſt them. At home if the food which i 5 Do | 
per for them could be as eaſily provided, yet the neceſſary 
reſtraint on inclination is very often wanting, and the 2 
which are preſcribed for them will ſeldom ſo ſtrictly ad- 
hered to. And with reſpect to medical aſſiſtance the difference 
is equally important; for even where {kilful aid can be pro- 
cured for them at their own houſes, it will ſeldom be ſo con- 
ſtant, or ſo ready on emergency, the variation of ſymptoms 
will not always be: ſo faithfully reported, or-the n * 
n and een adminiſtered. 4 
There are other ee i ar Leere n at ry 
times, but eſpecially during Ulneſs,. which haye ſeldom been 
neglected in theſe inſtitutions. I mean the preſervation of 
order, quiet, and attention to religious duties. Proper regard 
to theſe, and eſpecially to the laſt, is, I am perſuaded, 4 71 | 
benefit during illneſs than perhaps may be generally una 
and particularly to the poor. Diſcreet religious fe 
tends to their peace, their comfort, and their recovery. 
ſaid difcreet religious aſſiſtance, becauſe, injudicious Bus 
well meant zeal may ſometimes inſtead of healing, torture. 
To hide from any one the conſequences of fin, or the necef- 
ſity of ſincere repentance, is at all times highly criminal: but 
in general, the hour of ficknefs, if any, is the hour of reflec- 
tion and contrition ; and comfort, if comfort cah be given, f 18. 
more likely to reclaim, than ſeverity of cenſure, or vation 
of guilt. Chriſt would not break the bruiſed r reed, and /moking 
flax bs would not queneb. He would not terrify the awakened | 
nn, nor quench the kindling flame. of hopes 7 Give. * 
C 2 rt 


* 5 5 
( 1 5 : 
7 


fort if it can be, and the glowing expeRation of mercy ay 
make penitence ſincere and permanent; the mind becomes 
calm, the body has reſt, and the ſkill of the phyſician is no 
. counteracted by the poiſon . deſpair. 5 : 5 


- 47 ; 


To the various advan tages which the ſick receive / Rom : 
ſuch inſtitutions may be added thoſe which ultimately reſult 
from them to the whole community, and wh 8 are "neither 
few nor r unimportant. 33 12089 37 ary ned us 


'On the comfort and eaſe of the bring part of a nation 
depends in a great degree the general welfare. They ſball not 
be ſought for in council —but without theſe a city cannot be 
inhabited, and whatever conduces to reſtore. them to health, 
12 to their 1 is a common e = mo ? 


3 7 ; * 


Nor is it an inconfi derable betet to the community as 
theſe inſtitutions are eminently calculated to improve the art 
of healing. With the beſt opportunities for attending to the 
progteſſive ſtages of maladies, and comparing them in different 
inſtances, and under different circumſtances, they afford the 
beſt opportunities for marking the effects of remedies with 
preciſion: And this art no longer raiſed on the airy and fluc- 
tuating foundation of viſionary hypotheſis, but fixed on the 
firmer ground of ſober, connected, and frequent eee 

has become proportionately” more uſeful to mankind.” 


* 
# 


That Providence ſometimes gives to nations, as ae 
Indivi iduals, preſent rewards, analogous to the virtues for which 
they are diſtinguiſhed, is a pious, and ſurely not an ill-founded 
opinion. That in * country, for ſo Gs a period, we have 


not 
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not 18 viſited by any generally malignant 8 


the peſtilence which. walketh in darkneſs, and the fickneſs 1 7 


deftroyeth in the noon- day, have ſo long been unknown among 


us; may, we not attribute it to the peculiar protection of that 


all- gracious Being WhO eee care * others, by 
ſimilar care for Ws e roo ct 


— 


. 


The preſent occaſion Sirius. reflections wc conic 
the general obſervations that I have made, in a manner. the 
moſt ſatisfactory. This hoſpital, originally founded on a judi- 
cious and liberal plan, has, ever ſince, been ſuperintended 


with unabating activity; its contributors prove that charity. ' 


is not cold among us, and it may be remarked with much 
pleaſure, that within a few years their number has conſider- 
ably increaſed ; the kindneſs of thoſe who freely contribute 


their medical aſtance, has been recompenſed by remarkable 
ſueceſs; and the expences have been conducted without a 


grudging hand, yet with economy perhaps un paralleled. 
Nothing uſeful has been neglected, nothing ſuperfluous has 
been admitted. By this ſtrict attention to frugality and fim- 


plicity, its reſources have been made more extenſively uſeful 


to the poor, and the accommodations are better adapted (o 
their Ration, He ſhould not be reſtored to health in a ® PPE | 


who muſt afterwards return to a cottage. es Hind Ds ver 
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of its benefit, and. the prudence of its management. To con- 
ſult economy in ſuch inſtitutions is not parſimony in the rich, 


but it is kindneſs to the poor. The benefit is to them; for 


in proportion as the coſt of each patient is leſs, the number 
will be g 


rater to whom this charity can be extended; and 


(5 18); 
tempted to increaſe their bounty when they 
are ſure 2 prudently applied. When compared with the 
multitude who now have reaſon to thank God for this mercy, 
how ſmall would be the number for whom at an equally 


moderate expence aſſiſtance as long continued e as v effectudt 
could be provided at their own habitations ? | 


The gradual but neceſſary increaſe of expence has 97-0 
Din) balanced by the increaſe of donations. But in all ſuch 
eftabliſhments ſome permanent reſources are defirable, and in 


this it is, I think, to be wiſhed that they were more confider- : 
able. Not ſo great as to make future liberality needleſs, of 


even diminiſh the activity of future benevolence ; but yet ſuf- | 


ficient to prevent any inconveniences from temporary deficien- 

cies. It is evident that, notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt frugality, 
fo great a number can never be relieved merely by the regulat 
ſubſcriptions; yet I hope that any neceſſity of diminiſhing the 
objects of your | benevolence, in conſequence of this eircum. 
ae may aro be prevned by incienal fn. 5 


There are many whoſe ſituation, though ie will bot allo 
of their continued aſſiſtance as fubſcribers, yet is not ſo con 
tracted as to exempt them entirely from join oining in this com- 
mon act of beneficence. But let them not refrain from giving 
becauſe they cannot give much, or be aſhamed of the ſmall- 
neſs of their preſent. It is an offering to God employed in 
doing good to our brethren; and if there be firft a willing 
. mind, however inconſiderable the it _ be Acorn he wil 


ben accept it. 
And white the large and east Ng which God's re- 


ceive 


(uy ) 
ecive fron the bounty of God call in return far # regular dif 


charge of this duty, ſhould not particular inſtances of his goed- 
neſs excite to particular acts of munificence ? If the health 


which we uſually enjoy demands a tribute for the healing of 
others, may not a recovery from ſickneſa, 2 
NG at ſinguiſhod marks of our gratitude 


Au com vention ris SS 
e once, chad oth bin whole relief this inſtitution was 
intended, and then to n 1 whoſe, EATER * WP 


ny 


To you jo 1 already: regain Eons" Far ws 
need of this excellent charity, let me recommend the ſincereſt 
gratitude, It is a debt you owe to God for his-mercy. and in 
à ſubordinate degree to thoſe who adminiſter his bounty. 
| They are kind to you becauſe you are their brethren, but they 
will rejoice to aſſiſt you Whenever they find on your part a 
truly Chriſtian ſpirit, of thankfulneſs to God, and reſpect far 
the inſtruments of his goodneſs. Be your gratitude then as 
open as their kindneſs has. been diſintereſted. + This is the 
beſt that you can give, and give this freely. Even this is not 
without its good conſequences. We ſhould give indeed with- = 
out hoping for any thing again. But none can be altogether 
exempt from the feelings and imperfections of human nature; 
and the zeal of very many to aſſiſt future ſufferers will bear 
ſome proportion to the return which you now make to them. 
When your warm thanks give new activity to the kindneſs of 
your benefactors, you, indirectly heal the wounds of others, 
in proportion as by your means their beneficence is more 


widely 1 But N indeed will be your blame if your 
neglect 


4 


om again the Future 4 cries of 


4 0 you by #%hom this adi 
wed ſo 3adtively ſupported, all ! 
Father in Heaven ſeeth, and v 
already an ineſtimable recomp 
the unaffected offerings of a g 
than all the flattery which wea 

ſervile adulation. To a ſince! 
chat he has endeavored to do 
will ſupport him under the ſev 
oy zeal teach others to you 


| We IT met to . a 
folemnity ; to offer our praye: 
of Mercies. To him be all 
bounty which has been given. 
to continue in the ſame affectio 
death remove us to thoſe heave 
continue but its /abor ſhall ce 
thirſt, none will feel ſickneſs, i 
preſent evils ſhall terminate in 


* 


{ 20) 
nowiedgements ſhould ſh t he ears of 
ries of diſtreſs] ?! 


this adinirabls viii ns hithives 
ed, all praiſe from me is needleſs— The 
and will openly reward it. Vou have 
recompence. To an ingenuous mind, 
of a grateful heart are more pleaſing 
ich wealth or power can purchaſe from 
a ſincere Chriſtian, the conſciouſneſs 
| to do his duty gives a comfort which 
the ſevereſt torments of m "OP 
to FLAG by the e , 
cheats a pious infiibution <P a religi 
r prayers and our praiſes to the Father 
be all the glory, for his was all the 
1 given. And may his grace enable us 
affectionate and pious diſpoſition, till 
ſe heavenly manſions where love hall 
ſhall ceaſe, where none will hunger or 
kneſs, infirmity, or dae daes, but all our 
mate in endicis nn + 23 0 * 
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